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The Transform Columbus Day Alliance is based upon mutual respect, sharing the perspective 

that Columbus Day is a racist statement of cultural domination, especially against indigenous 

peoples of the Americas and Africa. Columbus committed genocide against American Indians, 

and was an African slave trader. Celebrations honoring Columbus reinforce historical racism, 

theft, lies, murder, slavery and the destruction of the environment. We reject Columbus as a 

heroic person, and we reject holidays, celebrations or other honors for Columbus. 

This Alliance opposes Columbus Day, Columbus celebrations and the Columbus legacy. Noting 

that the Columbus Day holiday began in Colorado in 1907, this Alliance acknowledges its 

unique responsibility to challenge the Columbus holiday and Columbus celebrations, in Denver, 

and in Colorado.  

This Alliance is dedicated to the transformation of the Columbus holiday from a hateful, racist 

holiday that celebrates conquest and domination to a respectful celebration that calls for a 

future for the Americas without racism, exploitation, or state/corporate domination.We 

repudiate the concept of "discovery," which is not merely a rhetorical description of Columbus' 

endeavor, but has been extended into specific legal and political doctrines that have been, and 

continue to be, used for the destruction of indigenous peoples. Columbus is the source of the 

discovery doctrine, and must be rejected. 
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